Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 193 K; mean (C-C) = 0.005 Å; R factor = 0.035; wR factor = 0.100; data-to-parameter ratio = 8.5.
The title compound, C 27 H 27 N 7 O 6 , a Schiff base, was synthesized by the reaction of triethylenetetramine with 3-nitrobenzealdehyde. There are two independent molecules in the asymmetric unit. The central aromatic ring in one molecule makes dihedral angles of 23.99 (7) and 20. 06 (6) with the two terminal rings; for the second molecule, these angles are 26.14 (6) and 24.64 (6) .
Related literature
For related structures, see: Glidewell et al. (2005 Glidewell et al. ( , 2006 ; Habibi et al. (2007) ; Li et al. (2005) .
Experimental
Crystal data We thank the University of Isfahan for partial support of this work.
The title compound ( Fig. 1) was synthesized by the reaction of triethylenetetramine with 3-nitrobenzealdehyde, and its crystal structure is reported here.
The orientations of the C1-C6 and C15-C20 benzene rings respect to the C22-C27 ring are indicated by the dihedral angles of 23.90 (5) and 20.43 (5)°, respectively.
The title compound was synthesized by adding triethylenetetramine (0.146 g, 1 mmol) into a solution of 3-nitrobenzealdehyde (0.453 g, 3 mmol) in methanol (10 ml). The mixture was refluxed with stirring for 3 d. The resultant yellow solution was filtered. Pale yellow columnar single crystals of (I) were formed after slow evaporation of the solvent at room temperature (81% yield).
Refinement
In the absence of anomalous scatterers, Friedel pairs were merged. Hydrogen atoms were refined using a riding model with C-H ranging from 0.95 to 1.00Å and U(H)=1.2U eq (C). Figures   Fig. 1 . A view of the title compound, showing the atom-numbering scheme. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 30% probability level and the hydrogen atoms are omitted for clarity. N, 
Special details
Geometry. All esds (except the esd in the dihedral angle between two l.s. planes) are estimated using the full covariance matrix. The cell esds are taken into account individually in the estimation of esds in distances, angles and torsion angles; correlations between esds in cell parameters are only used when they are defined by crystal symmetry. An approximate (isotropic) treatment of cell esds is used for estimating esds involving l.s. planes. 
